
3-22-19 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

      “Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, 
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go (Joshua 1:9).”   
What comforting and encouraging words God has for us  
in the midst of this worldwide battle against the coronavirus.  
God spoke these words originally to Joshua, the man God had chosen  
to lead the Children of Israel into the Promised Land. Joshua was a military man 
who would soon be engaged in battle against the Canaanites.   
God encouraged him “do not be frightened” because I will be with you  
“wherever you go”. 
 

    God gives us this very same promise as our nation fights the coronavirus.   
We need not panic in fear. He is indeed with us even as He promises.  
As God’s children we are used to fighting the battle against our three great 
enemies of sin, death, and the devil.  Even as this coronavirus is invisible,  
St. Paul reminds us that “we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,  
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers  
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil  
in the heavenly places (Ephesians 6:12).” Satan is our invisible enemy.  
A far more dangerous enemy  than any virus.  He has the power  
to destroy our soul in hell. 
 

    But thanks be to God!  We have One who is far greater than Joshua  
(in Hebrew the name means “the Lord saves”).   
We have Jesus (Greek for “Savior”) who has defeated our three great enemies 
of sin, death and the devil.  Jesus carried out His victory campaign  
through His bitter suffering and death on the cross and His glorious resurrection 
on the third day.  Therefore the Apostle Paul can assure us  
“He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all,  
how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things (Romans 8:32)?”   
He has given us “all things”.  We have His Holy Word.  
During these times of staying at home dig deeper into God’s Word.  
Remember your baptism. You are child of God baptized into Christ Jesus.  
Live out your baptism in daily repentance and faith as you daily receive  
the forgiveness of your sins given to you in your baptism. 
 

    We will continue to provide spiritual care as much as possible through 
electronic media.  We will have a modified worship service on Sundays  
on Gloria Dei’s website.  Also, there will be daily devotions on the website.  
Our Luther Church-Missouri Synod is providing some wonderful resources  
for these challenging and difficult days. I encourage you to go to our Synod’s 
website (lcms.org), or our Minnesota North District website (mnn.lcms.org). 
There are prayers, Bible studies, devotions, and other resources available  
for personal or congregational use.   

http://lcms.org/
http://mnn.lcms.org/


Also, I would encourage you to read a Psalm a day.  They are the prayers  
and songs of God’s people that have been prayed for 2,000 years in the church. 
Continue to pray for our nation, for medical researchers, for doctors and nurses 
on the front lines, for those suffering from the coronavirus, and for each other.   
Look for ways to love and serve your neighbor as you let the light of Christ shine 
through you. 
 

    Don’t hesitate to call me as your vacancy pastor for any pastoral emergency  
or any spiritual crisis you may be dealing with.  Hear once again  
God’s Word of promise,  

“Be strong and Courageous.   
Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, 

  for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go (Joshua 1:9).” 
 

Your Shepherd in Christ, 
 

Pastor Mark Johnson 


